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he weight of an infant more than doubles in the
first four months after birth. During this time and
throughout childhood, the human body exists in a
dynamic state of growth, building the structures and sys-
tems that will sustain it into old age. As children grow,
they assimilate large amounts of material from the envi-
ronment, often at rates proportionately higher than those
of adults. Many toxic substances are absorbed at very
high rates as well. Thus, some toxicants can have their
greatest effect during the childhood years, when the
process of growth and development makes the individual
especially vulnerable.
Because of this disparity between children and adults,
the Children's Environmental Health Network (CEHN) would
like to see greater consideration given to the special needs
of children when environmental standards are adopted.
Currently, this public inter-
est organization is lobby-
ing the U.S. Environmental CI
Protection Agency (EPA) to
require testing of pesti-
cides for their effects on I@4
the developing nervous
systems of children. H7i
According to the group,.
such tests have been com-
pleted and results submitted to the EPA for only 9 out of
the 350 pesticides registered for use on food crops.
Information about these lobbying efforts can be found
on the CEHN's Web site, located at http://www.cehn.orgf.
By following the Policy link under the About the Network
heading on the home page, visitors to the site can find a let-
terjointly submitted to the EPA by the CEHN, the American
Public Health Association, and the National PTA requesting
developmental neurotoxicity testing of all pesticides. Also
available under this link are CEHN position statements, con-
gressional briefings, and reports on the numerous bills relat-
ed to children's environmental health that have been intro-
duced in Congress recently. All of these materials are orga-
nized into an index that can be found through the Keyword
Index link on the Policy page.
Also under the About the Network heading on the
CEHN home page is a link labeled Research that takes visi-
tors to information on the conferences, symposia, and work-
shops that the group conducts for health care providers and
faculty. Along with the NIEHS, the group sponsored the
country's first national symposium on pediatric environmen-
tal health in 1994. The report from this symposium, which
contains over 100 recommendations for protecting children,
is linked to the Research page, as is the September 1995
issue of Environmental Health Perspectives Supplements, a
monograph that includes papers by presenters at this sym-
posium. A detailed report from the group's 1997 conference
is also linked to this page. (For information on the CEHN's
latest conference, however, visitors must return to the
CEHN home page and follow the link labeled Pediatric
Environmental Health: Putting It Into Practice. Available
here is the agenda from the June 1999 conference with
links to abstracts for each presentation made there.)
A third link under the About the Network heading on
the CEHN home page is labeled Education and takes visi-
tors to information on CEHN programs such as the "Train-
the-Trainers" project. This program was established to
teach medical and nursing faculty how to integrate chil-
dren's environmental health into their respective hospitals
and institutions.
The people behind these programs and the CEHN's
advocacy efforts are generally experts in the fields of medi-
cine, nursing, and environmental science. Information
about them and their mission is available by clicking on the
About the Network heading link on the CEHN home page.
The heart of the CEHN Web site, however, is the
Resource Guide on Children's Environmental Health. This
huge directory is designed to make all materials related to
this issue accessible from a single point on the Internet.
Under the Organizations link on the Resource Guide page,
for example, is a list of 98 government agencies and non-
profit groups that do work related to children's environmeni-
tal health. Each entry in the list is a link to a page where vis-
itors will find a description of the organization including
details on its mission and activities, a summary of the orga-
nization's information services, a link to its Web page, and
links to other similar organizations. These organizations are
also arranged in other portions of the guide by the audi-
ence they target (e.g., academia, children's organizations),
the type of work they do (e.g., research, advocacy), their
location, and the geographic region they focus on. Also
included in the resource guide is a comprehensive listing of
databases, surveys, Internet sites, and hotlines related to
children's environmental health. These can be found by fol
lowing the Information Sources link on the Resource Guide
page. All of these resources-both information materials
and organizations-are catalogued together under the
guide's All Index Categories link. The guide is updated
monthly, with the most recently added materials listed
under the What's New link.
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